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Virology Swabbing - An Option For Your Practice 

 

 

  

 

Our Virology Surveillance continues to be vital for monitoring disease spread and vaccine 
effectiveness. That's why we'd like to remind you of one way your patients can submit a 
swab - from home.  
 
Patients will need: 
•  To be within 10 days of covid- or flu-like symptom onset 
•  A link to TakeATest: https://takeatestuk.com/ 
•  The voucher code from the practice (your practice code) to log in and order the swab 
•  To swab themselves and post the swab using the pre-paid envelope 
 
Patients will receive: 
•  A self-swabbing kit 
•  Their Covid-19 and Flu test results via text message 
 
Practices will need: 
•  To be part of virology surveillance, and have informed us you want to use TakeATest 
•  To identify potentially eligible patients and send them TakeATest information 
(https://takeatestuk.com/phe-home/), the voucher code, and ideally their NHS number 
•  To code: 'Self-taken swab for SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus 2) offered' 
 
Practices will receive: 
•  The complete set of test results for the patient, via eLab 
•  £7.50 for each successful swab 
 
Swabs can be taken from any age group but we would really appreciate more swabs in 
the over 65’s and under 5 year olds. 
 

https://twitter.com/Lusignan_S
https://takeatestuk.com/
https://takeatestuk.com/phe-home/


 

 

 

Please contact the Practice Liaison Officer team on practiceenquiries@phc.ox.ac.uk  if 
you would like to sign up to TakeATestUK. 
  

 

 

ClinT of the Week 

 

 

Remember, coding is caring! Please code a disease as a problem. 
 

 

  

 

 
If you are using in-practice kits, remember to code: 
 
'Swab for SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus 2) taken by healthcare professional' 
(SNOMED CT ID: 1321051000000103) 

 

 

If you are using our TakeATest system for patient self-swabbing at home, 
remember to code: 
 
'Self-taken swab for SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2) 
offered' (SNOMED CT ID: 1321041000000101), 
 
Or: 
 
'Self-taken swab for SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2) 
completed' (SNOMED CT ID: 1321031000000105) 
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National influenza surveillance systems in five European 
countries: a qualitative comparative framework based on 
WHO guidance | BMC Public Health | Full Text 
(biomedcentral.com) 
 

 

Influenza surveillance systems vary widely between countries and there is no framework 
to evaluate national surveillance systems in terms of data generation and dissemination. 
This study aimed to develop and test a comparative framework for European influenza 
surveillance. 
 
Surveillance systems were evaluated qualitatively in five European countries (France, 
Germany, Italy, Spain, and the United Kingdom) by a panel of influenza experts and 
researchers from each country. Seven surveillance sub-systems were defined: non-
medically attended community surveillance, virological surveillance, community 
surveillance, outbreak surveillance, primary care surveillance, hospital surveillance, 
mortality surveillance). 
 
These covered a total of 19 comparable outcomes of increasing severity, ranging from 
non-medically attended cases to deaths, which were evaluated using 5 comparison 
criteria based on WHO guidance (granularity, timing, representativeness, sampling 
strategy, communication) to produce a framework to compare the five countries. 
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