
  

 

  

 

Breaking News: We Now Pay £12.50 Per Swab 
 

 

  

 

 
Disease surveillance is at the heart of what we do at the 
RSC and sampling is our most powerful tool in tracking the 
spread of viruses and measuring vaccine effectiveness.  
 
We want to recognise the fantastic contribution our 
sampling practices make as we launch the... 

 

 

Respiratory Virus & Vaccine Effectiveness Surveillance Programme 22/23 
  

 

 

This is our 56th season of disease surveillance in collaboration with the UK Health 
Security Agency (UKHSA). But in fact, virology and serology sampling has been all-year 
round since 2020! 
 
Over that time our sampling practices have detected early signs of flu and RSV 



outbreaks, supported UKHSA's analysis on vaccine effectiveness, and provided crucial 
data to the World Health Organisation on which virus variants are circulating in the 
community, helping them decide which vaccines to use for the winter season.  
 
As we move beyond the COVID-19 pandemic, it's vital that the work our sampling 
practices do continues at pace. We have therefore increased our virology sample 
payments to £12.50 per swab. 
 
This increase will be reflected in the next batch of invoice requests we send out quarterly, 
for samples taken from September to November.  
 
If you're not already a sampling practice, then please consider becoming one. More 
details are in the attached 'Respiratory Virus & Vaccine Effectiveness Surveillance 
Programme 22/23'. Our PLO Team are always available to help. You can contact them 
on practiceenquiries@phc.ox.ac.uk 

 

 

ClinT Of The Week 
 

 

Remember, coding is caring! Please code a disease as a problem. 
 

 

 

 

 

Pneumonia (disorder) 
SCTID: 233604007 
 
233604007 | Pneumonia (disorder) | 
    Pneumonia 
    Pneumonia (disorder) 

 

 

Publication Of The Week 
 

 

  

 

 
Interdisciplinary Informatics to Support Primary Care 
Sentinel Surveillance of Respiratory Infectious Disease 
Including COVID-19: Donabedian Evaluation. — Nuffield 
Department of Primary Care Health Sciences, University 
of Oxford 
  

 

 

Over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic University, RCGP, information technology 
specialists, SQL developers, analysts, practice liaison team, network member primary 
care providers, and their registered patients have nearly quadrupled the size of the RSC 
from working with 5 million to 19 million peoples pseudonymised health data. 
 
We have produced outputs used by the UK Health Security Agency to describe the 
epidemiology of COVID-19 and report vaccine effectiveness. We have also supported a 
trial of community-based therapies for COVID-19 and other observational studies. The 
home of the primary care sentinel surveillance network is with a clinical informatics 
research group. 
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Interdisciplinary informatics teamwork was required to support primary care sentinel 
surveillance; such teams can accelerate the scale, scope and digital maturity of 
surveillance systems as demonstrated by the RSC across the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Please click the link above for the full publication.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 


