
 

 

 

  

 

The Vaccine Breakthrough Project 
 

 

A recent paper has been published in The Lancet related to a project we’ve been involved 
with, the Vaccine Breakthrough Project | The University of Edinburgh 
 
This research looked at who is at higher risk of serious illness following an Omicron infection, 
after a third or booster dose of COVID-19 vaccine. Current UK policy is to offer further 
booster doses to people at high risk of serious COVID-19 illness. However, it is still not clear 
who will benefit most from being prioritised for booster vaccines. 
 
The UK’s Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) who advise the UK 
Government on vaccine policy, tasked the team to find out which groups are still at risk of 
becoming seriously ill with COVID-19 following an Omicron infection, after a first booster 
vaccine. 
 
Health data from across the four nations of the UK was used to carry out this study, with the 
dataset for England provided by our secure data processing environment, ORCHID.  
 

Find out more about this important research and the findings at https://edin.ac/3ERnUZR 

 
Watch our colleague Utkarsh Argawal present the key findings here: 
Who is most likely to experience severe COVID-19 despite being vaccinated? - YouTube 
 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/usher/eave-ii/connected-projects/vaccine-breakthrough-project
https://edin.ac/3ERnUZR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOZIbgL559Y


You can also discover how this project's findings will be used in the real-world here: 
Vaccine Breakthrough Project: How have these results been used in real life? - YouTube 

 

 

TAKEATESTUK.COM - A Swabbing Option 
 

 

  

 

Everyone knows GP Surgeries across the country are 
increasingly busy. Finding time to swab patients who present 
with an influenza-like-illness can be challenging. 
 
But sampling continues to be our most powerful tool in 
tracking the spread of viruses and measuring vaccine 
effectiveness. 

 

 

Some of our member practices are taking advantage of an alternative way to offer swabs, by 
directing them to the Take A Test UK (TATUK) service. Here's how it works: 

 

 

For any patients within 10 days of covid- or flu-like symptom onset, you can:  

 Provide them with your practice code 
 Point them to the TATUK instruction videos: https://takeatestuk.com/phe-home 
 They then use the practice code as a 'voucher' to log in and order the swab on the 

home page:  https://takeatestuk.com 

Patients will then:  

 Receive a self-swabbing kit to swab themselves 
 They then post the swab using the pre-paid envelope 
 Their Covid-19 and Flu test results will arrive via text message 

Practices will receive:  

 The complete set of test results for the patient, via eLab 
 £12.50 for each successful swab 

Please remember:   Practices will need to code 'Self-taken swab for SARS-CoV-2 (severe 
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2) offered'. 
 
Swabs can be taken from any age group but we would really appreciate more swabs in the 
over 65’s and under 5 year olds. 
 
As mentioned, we now pay £12.50 for every successful swab and we're asking our 
practice members to provide 20 swabs per week. 
 
Thanks for considering this option - if you have any questions, we're here to help! Please 
email us at practiceenquiries@phc.ox.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jphjm26_tlQ
https://takeatestuk.com/phe-home
https://takeatestuk.com/
mailto:practiceenquiries@phc.ox.ac.uk


ClinT Of The Week 
 

 

Remember, coding is caring! Please code a disease as a problem. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Acute laryngitis (disorder) 
SCTID: 6655004 
 
6655004 | Acute laryngitis (disorder) | 
    Acute laryngitis 
    Acute laryngitis (disorder) 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 


