
  

 

 
Please find the monthly update from the Oxford RCGP RSC Practice Liaison Team 
below.  

 

Happy New Year 
 

 

RCGP RSC Monthly Newsletter: January 2022  

1. Virology Swab Results 
2. Blood Bottles 
3. Webinar Series 
4. Sampling - Keep it up 
5. Flu Vaccination - RCGP Podcast 
6. Active Research Projects 

 

 

 

What results do patients get from their virology swab? 
 
Virology swabs provide results for the following: 
 

Influenza like Illnesses (ILI), Influenza A (H1N1), Influenza B (H3N2) 
SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 
 
Please be aware that UKHSA only confirm a negative or positive result for Covid-19, UKHSA 
do not confirm the variant. 
  
 

 

 

Blood Bottles - Red or Yellow lids 
  

I have received blood bottles with yellow lids instead of red, is this an error or can I use 
them? 
 
If you have received blood bottles with yellow lids instead of red, this was not an error. Both 
bottles can be used in the same way. 
  
 

 

Focus on Research-Tuesday 
FOR-T 

Monitoring contagious disease and immunity - how you can help: The 
vital contribution of sampling to sentinel surveillance 

  



The RCGP Research and surveillance Centre (RSC) network works tirelessly for ongoing 
surveillance work and projects despite the challenges of the year 
However, sero-surveillance has never been more important, especially with the Omicron 
variant on the rise. Sero-surveillance and its contribution to understanding vaccine impact 
is critical to inform future decisions on the UK COVID-19 vaccine programme. The work 
network practices are contributing to is providing valuable information to support 
Government decision making. Early data suggests that certain populations are exhibiting 
a different immune response to the various vaccines on offer; we are widening our criteria 
to investigate this further 

  
The contributors will be: 
 
Prof Simon de Lusignan - Overview of network intro 
Dr Gayatri Amirthalingham  - Consultant Epidemiologist UKHSA 
Dr James Kennard  - Practice Experience: How sampling works in Practice. 
Practice Liaison Team - Serology Sampling Training – Outline of the Workshop – 
operational focus 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://rcgp-org-

uk.zoom.us/j/92810682341?pwd=Zk1SQWFBRHhZWDlzL2NZVHR4TDJ4UT09 
 
Webinar ID: 928 1068 2341 
Passcode: 843395 

 
We are running a series of 'bite sized' webinars over the next few months for 30 mins on 

a Tuesdays at 1pm. They can be accessed on the RCGP website here. 
 

 

Virology Swabbing and Serology Sampling 
  

We want to thank you all for your contributions in 2021, but as we enter into a new year it 
is important that we don't lose momentum.  
 
Virology and Serology surveillance is still increasingly important and so we ask you to 
continue to swab and sample as many patients as you can. 
 
Our team is always happy and ready to answer any questions and provide on-site or 
virtual training to help you make this happen. 

 

 

 

RCGP eLearning Podcasts - Flu vaccination – remains important in the 
time of COVID-19 

  
In this podcast, Dr Toni Hazell and Professor Simon de Lusignan discuss some of the issues 
which will affect this years flu vaccination season, as well as wider issues of social distancing 
and management of viral infections. The podcast also touches on COVID-19 vaccination in 
pregnancy. 

  
Click the following link to listen to this podcast: 
RCGP eLearning Podcast: Flu vaccination – remains important in the time of COVID-19 on 
Apple Podcasts 
 
Click the following link for more podcasts from RCGP eLearning: 
RCGP eLearning Podcast 

https://rcgp-org-uk.zoom.us/j/92810682341?pwd=Zk1SQWFBRHhZWDlzL2NZVHR4TDJ4UT09
https://rcgp-org-uk.zoom.us/j/92810682341?pwd=Zk1SQWFBRHhZWDlzL2NZVHR4TDJ4UT09
https://bit.ly/FORT2November
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/flu-vaccination-remains-important-in-the-time-of-covid-19/id1474942018?i=1000545150832
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/flu-vaccination-remains-important-in-the-time-of-covid-19/id1474942018?i=1000545150832
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/rcgp-elearning-podcast/id1474942018


  
 

 

Active Research Projects 
 
PHE General Serology and Virology Surveillance 
 
RSV ComNet II 
 
RAPTOR 
 
PHE Convalescent Serology 
  

 

 

  

 

https://orchid.phc.ox.ac.uk/index.php/all-year-virology-and-serology-surveillance/
https://orchid.phc.ox.ac.uk/index.php/rsvcomnet2/
https://www.phc.ox.ac.uk/research/covid-19/projects/raptor-covid-19-rapid-test-diagnostic-evaluation-in-the-community
https://orchid.phc.ox.ac.uk/index.php/cov-19-conv-sera/

