
  

 

Our Network's Samples 
What your data contributed to recently 

 

 

VIROLOGY 
 

 

  

 

 
Thanks for continuing to provide samples from your patients. 
 
The number of positive swabs collected in 4 weeks from 24th October 2022 to 14th 
November 2022 suggests that the SARS-CoV-2, RSV, and Influenza viruses are the 
major respiratory viral infections present in the community. 
 
In the week commencing on 14th November 2022, out of 91 positive swabs, 20 were 
positive for SARS-CoV-2, 32 for influenza, and 39 for RSV. As the winter season begins, 
the number of positive swabs has started to increase. 

 

 

 

 



SEROLOGY 
 

 

  

 

The number of serology samples collected in the last 4 weeks from 24th October 2022 to 
14th November 2022 suggests that the >=65 years, 45-64 years and 15-44 years age 
bands are the major age bands where serology samples are being collected. 
 
In the week commencing on 14th November 2022, out of 318 serology samples, 137 
were for >=65 years, 106 for 45-64 years, 74 for 15-44 years and 1 sample for 5-14 years 
age band. Please do continue to collect serology samples from younger age bands. 
 
This information will guide the UKHSA to decide the immunisation programme for the 
coming months. We appreciate your contribution and would like to encourage you to 
collect more serology samples 
 
Thank you! 

 

 

Use of Antiviral Medicines - Important Update 
 

 

  

 

The Department of Health & Social Care have just 
issued a directive, advising prescribers working in 
primary care may now prescribe, and community 
pharmacists may now supply antiviral medicines 
(oseltamivir and zanamivir) for the prophylaxis and 
treatment of influenza at NHS expense. 
 
Antiviral medicines may be prescribed for patients 
in clinical at-risk groups as well as anyone at risk 
of severe illness and/or complications from 
influenza if not treated. 

 

 



Clinical diagnosis of influenza may be challenging given its similarity in presentation to 
COVID-19. This situation complicates recommendations for antiviral use based on 
clinical-epidemiological evidence alone. As such, virological testing should be 
increasingly considered to guide case management and outbreak response. 
 
For more information, please read the full details from the Chief Medical Officer and Chief 
Pharmaceutical Officer here:   
CMO and Chief Pharmacist antiviral medicine authorisation.pdf 

 

 

Your Virology Dashboard 
 

 

  

 

This week we're pleased to present the number of swabs by virus by week from 

the Virology Dashboard 

 
The number of swabs is displayed by the vertical (y) axis, presented by week on the 
horizontal (x) axis. The legend below these charts visualises positive swab results by 
virus including for SARS-CoV-2, influenza, RSV, hMPV, other coronaviruses and 

https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAttachment.aspx?Attachment_id=104091
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNzAyNGQxMTYtMjUxMy00NGRlLTgyNTEtMDBmOTgwZDk1NjExIiwidCI6ImNjOTVkZTFiLTk3ZjUtNGY5My1iNGJhLWZlNjhiODUyY2Y5MSJ9


adenovirus. Negative swabs in which no virus was detected and swabs where the virus is 
not yet known are also visualised. 
 
Hovering your mouse over the bars will display the “tooltip” which contains further details 
about the number of swabs by week. You can see that in week 46, commencing 14th 
November 2022, there were five swabs which were positive for adenovirus.  
 
The virology dashboard can also be filtered to view data for your practice only, as seen in 
the above example. Using the box on the top left, (circled in red), type in your practice key 
and “Enter” on your keyboard to monitor your virology swab results. 
 
Thanks again for your fantastic efforts to virology surveillance. In week 46 over 300 
swabs were collected, however, we need three times as many from across the network 
to better support the UKHSA’s work in statistical analysis of surveillance data.  
 
Remember, since September 2022 we pay £12.50p per swab.  

 

 

  

 


